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SERMON. 


PSALM,  cv.  44,  45. 

Jlndgave  them  the  lands  of  the  heathen  ; that  they  might  ob-> 

fcriie  hisjtuiuies,  and  keep'  his  la-xus. 

T70R  the  glory  of  God  all  things  were  made  ;  and  his  glory 
X  mould  be  the  ultimate  object  oi  every  intelligent  being.  By 
every  expieffton  of  his  gooJueio  to  men,  their  obligations  to  glo- 
rify his  name  are  increafed. 

For  the  glory  of  his  name,  God  called  Abraham  from  his  con- 
nexions and  native  land,  and  made  with  him  an  everlafting  cove- 
nant, to  be  a  God  to  him  and  to  his  feed  in  their  generations,  and 
to  give  them  the  land  of  Canaan  for  a  poffeffion.  When  the 
Israelites  groaned  in  Egyptian  bondage,  he  led  them  forth  by 
the  right  hand  of  Mofes,  with  his  glorious  arm,  dividing  the  wa- 
ter before  them,  to  make  himfelf  an  everlafting  name.  And 
he  afterwards  led  them  into  Canaan,  and  gave  them  the  lands  »f 
the  heathen;  that  they  might  obferve  his  Jlatutes,  and  keep  his  laws, 

Tkefe  words  may  be  properly  applied  to  the  firft  fettlement  of 
New  England.  God  gave  our  fathers  pofTeffion  of  this  land,  that 
tliey  might  obferve  his  ftatutes,  and  keep  his  laws  :  or,  in  other 
words,  that  they  might  promote  the  pure  religion  of  the  gofpel. 
That  this  was  the  defign  of  our  anceltors  in  fettling  in  this  land, 
is  evident, 

In  the  fiyji  place ,  from  the  circumftances  which  induced, 
their  removal. 

The  reformation  of  the  fixtecnth  century  was  extended 
into  England,  and  led  the  eftablifticd  Church  to  adopt  a  purer 
creed.  The  thirty-nine  articles  of  their  faith  comprife  the 
fundamental  docliines  of  the  gofpel.  But  (till  they  adhered,  in 
forne  things,  to  the  ceremonies  of  the  Romifli  Church. 
To  thefe  ceremonies  many  pious  peribns  would  not  con- 
form ;  though  willing  to  fubferibe  to  all  the  articles  of  the 
true  chriftian  faith,  and  to  the  doclrine  of  the  facraments.  But 
King  James  I.  was  determined  to  have  one  religion  in  ceremo- 
ny, as  well  a3  in  fubftance.  Thofe  who  would  not  comply 
with  his  determination  were  called  Nonconformists.  They 
were  alfo  called  Puritans,  becaufe  as  a  Writer*  of  the  eftabiifhed 
Church  obferved,  they  "  would  have  the  Churcn  thoroughly 
reformed  ;  that  is,  purged  from  all  thofe  inventions,  which  1 
have  been  brought  into  it,  fince  the  age  of  the  Apoftles,  and: 
seduced  entirely  to  the  fcripture  purity." 

*  Dr.Fulky    quoted  in  Prince's  Ar.  E.  Chronology^  page  $» 
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The  Puritans,  in  three  counties  in  the  north  of  England,  were 
formed  into  two  Churches.  The  Rev.  Richard  Clifton,  a  devout 
and  fuccefsful  preacher,  was  paftor  of  the  Church,j\vhofc  mem- 
bers began  the  Settlement  of  New  England.  TJie  Rev.  John 
'Robinfon  fucceeded  him.  It  was  the  great  object  of  Mr.  Robi-n- 
ibnand  his  brethren  to  feparate  from  the  world.  1  hey  were 
^ppofed  to  a  Separation  from  any  of  the  Churches  of  thrift; 
holding  communion  with  the  reformed  Churches  in  Scotland, 
France,  and  the  Netherlands.  'J  hey  did  not  debar,  from  their 
communion  thofe  of  the  Church  of  England,  who  gave  evi- 
dence of  real  piety.  It  was  the  corruptions  of  that  Church, 
which  they  oppofed  :  and  this  oppofition  excited  the  biUercft 
jtftntmentof  King  James  and  his  Bifnops. 

Being  persecuted  for  righteoufnefs'  fake,  Mr.  Robinfon  and 
his  brethren  contemplated  a  removal.  Although  it  was  painful 
to  leave  their  eftates,  and  bid  farewell  to  their  friends  and  the 
country  which  gave  them  birth,  yet  they  could  readily  do  all  thi* 
for  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  religion  Accordingly  they 
fcegan,  in  160?,  to  remove  to  Holland  ;  where  religious  freedom 
was  univerfally  enjoyed.  Erom  Amflerdam,  the  tint  place  of 
iheir  refidence,  they  foon  removed  to  Leyden.  There  they 
Kvedm  great  peace  and  harmony,  and  were  treated  with  re- 
fpect.  Their  numbers  increafed,  until  the  communicants 
amounted  to  three  hundred.  But  difficulties  and  trials  ftill 
awaited  them.  They  had  to  endure  fuch  labor  and  hardfhip  to 
obtain  the  means  of  fupport,  that  fume  returned  to  England. 
Many  in  England  were  difcouraged,  by  thefe  difficulties,  from 
>roing  to  Holland,  i  he  youth  were  in  great  danger  of  being 
corrupted  by  the  vices  and  temptations  of  Leyden.  Some  left 
ihelr  parents  either  for  a  military  or  feafaring  life.  And  fuch 
were  "  the  diffipated  manners  of  the  Hollanders,  efpecially, 
their  lax  observance  of  the  Lord*8  day,"  that  our  pious  fathers 
could  fee  little  or  no'profpect,  in  that  place,  »'  of  perpetuating 
n  Church,  which  they  believed  to  be  conftituted  after  the  limple 
4hd  pure  model  of  the  primitive  Church  of  Chrift.,J*  At 
length  they  turned  their  thoughts  to  America.  Here  was  pre- 
sented, to  their  view,  an  extenfive  continent,  inhabited  by  mil- 
lions of  their  fellow  men,  under  the  dominion  of  the  prince  of 
darknefs.  How  important  to  diiTeminate  the  words  of  eternal 
life  among  this  wretched  people  !  It  was  forefeen  that  a  re- 
moval to  this  country  muft  be  attended  with  heavy  trials  and 
:mr::incnt  dangers.  But  their  zeal  to  propagate  the  gofpel,  and 
enjoy  its  SlcfllficS,  infpired  them  with  unfhaken  refolution  and 
fortitude  So  gloomy  were  their  profpects,  in  a  temporal  view, 
that  nothing  but  a  regard  to  the  gofpel,  to  its  precious  truths 
ant!  inftitutions.  could  difpofetherri  to  attempt  a  removal  to  this 
land.  But  with  much  prayer  and  pious  confutation,  they 
formed  the  noble  defign.    This  defign,  they  executed  ;  but  not 

*  See  Pr'uice's  N.  E,  Chtonohgy  and  Holmes'  Amah% 
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without  much  delay  and  trouble.  Nearly  three  years  were 
fpent  in  making  arrangements  for  their  intended  enterprife. 
New  difficulties  arofe.  -But  they  perfevered  ;  and  in  July  1620, 
the  pious  adventurers  failed  from  Holland  to  England.  From 
thence,  Augult  5,  they  failed,  in  two  veiTels,  for  the  new  world. 
But  they  were  twice  obliged  to  return  into  port,  by  reafon  of 
the  lea-lrinefs  of  one  of  the  vefTels.  1  his  was  difmified  as  unfit  for 
the  fervice.  In  the  olher  veffel  they  fet  fail,  the  third  time,  Sep- 
tember 6.  But  when  half  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  they  mi*ghl  have 
been  cibliged  to  retunj,  on  account  of  the  injury  done  to  the 
ihip  by  contrary  winds  and  violent  ftorms,  had  it  not  been  for  a 
large  iron  fcrew,  which  one  of  the  paiTengers  brought  from 
Holland.  Vv  ith  this  they  repaired  the  (hip  %  "  and  then  commit- 
ting themfelves  to  the  divine  will,"  they  proceeded  on  their  voy- 
age, and  arrived  in  Cape  Cod  harbor,  November  10*  At  Plym-  - 
outh,  they  commenced  the  fetlement  of  New  England. 

Uniformity  in  the  observance  of  religious  ceremonies  was  fi.il! 
enforced  in  England  ;  and  Archbifhop  Laud  adopted  fo  rigorous  • 
meaiures  again  ft  the  Puritans,  that  numbers  of  them  creiled  the 
Atlantic,  at  different  times,  and  began  fettlements.  in--  Salem, 
Gharleftown,  Bottom  Dorchefter.  and  other  places,  that  they 
might  promote- the- pure 'religion  of  the  gofp.el.  •  1  hat  this  was  • 
thedefign  of  our  anceftors,  is  evident, 

Ih  the  fetgnd  place-,    from  their,  doctrinal- belief,  their  piety,  » 
and  their  fubfequent  meafures. 

Mr.  Robinfon   was  a- learned,  orthodox,  pious  divine.      He 
was  a  zealous  advocate  for  the  doctrines  of  graces    He  and  his 
brethren  believed,  "that  the  injpired Scriptures  only   contain  the 
true  religion /-—that  every  man  has  a-  right  of  judging  for  him- 
felf,  of  trying  doctrine;  by  them  and  of  worihipping  according 
to  his  appreheniion  of  the  meaning   of  them  ; — that  the, doc- 
trinal articles  of  the  Church  of  England,*  as  alfoof-the<  reform- 
ed  Churches  of  Scotland,   Ireland,    Fr-ance,   the-    Palatinate, 
Geneva,.  Switzerland,  and  the  United  Provinces,  are  agreeable  to  i 
the  holy  oracles; — that  every  particular  Church  of  Chrift  is  on- 
ly to  confift  of  fuch  as  appear  to  believe  in  and  obey  him  ;  that 
fuch— have  a  right  to  embody  into  a  Church  for  their   mutual  1 
edification  ;  that  this  embodying  is  by  fome  certain  contractor* 
covenant : — that  being  embodied,  they  have  a  right  of  choosing  . 
all  their  officers  :  that  the  officers  appointed  by  Ghrilt  for  this 
embodied  Church,  are  in  fomerefpedts  of  three  forts,   in  others 
hut  two.viz.  Pallors  or  teaching  eiders  ;— mere  ruling  eiders,  • 
who  are  to  help,  the  paftor  in-  overfeeing   and  luring  ; — and' 
deacons1 ;— that  thefe  officers  being  chokn  and   ordained,  have 
no  lordly,  arbitrary  or  impoiing.  power,  but  can  only- rule  and' 
minifter  with  the  confent  of  the  brethren  ;  who  ought  not  in 
contempt  to  be  called  the  laity,  but  to  be  treated  as  men  and  bre- 
thren in  Chrift,. not-  as  flaves  or  minors  j— ihatbaptifm  is  a-feal 
A-.« 

*  Tbt/s  art  tht  dofirmc*-  ufuallj  (kmminaud  Caftinifiic. 
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of  the  covert t  of  grr.ce,  and  mould  be  difpenfed  only  to  viGbte 
believers,  with  their  imaduit  children;  and  this  in  primitive  pu- 
rity, as  in  the  times  of  Chrift  and  his  Aportles,  without  the  lign 
of  the  crofs  or  any  other  invented  ceremony  ;  that  the  Lord's 
Supper  (hould  be  received  as  it  was  at  firft,  even  in  Ghrifl's  im- 
mediate prefence,  in  the  table  pofture."*  For  fucb  prhiap/est 
*«  this  people  fuffered  in  England,  fled  to  Holland,  traverfed  the 
ocean,  and  fought  a  dangerous  retreat  in  thefe  remote  and  favage 
deferts  of  North  America;  that  here  they  might  fully  enjoy 
them,  and  leave  them  to  their  lad  poflerify." 

Their  piety  was  no  lefs  confpicuous  than  the  purity  of  their 
doctrines.  For  their  piety,  they  vere  rtfpected  in  Holland. 
From  the  Magi  Urates  they  received  this  honorable  teftimony  -, 
*'  1  htfe  Englifhmen  have  lived  among  us,  now  thefe  twelve  years, 
yet  we  never  had  one  fuit  or  action  come  againft  them."  In  re- 
ference to  their  intended  removal  to  America,  MeiTrs.  Robin- 
fon  andBrewfter  declared,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  their 
brethren  ;  "  We  verily  believe  and  truft  the  Xord  is  with  us  ; 
to  whom  And  whofe  ferviee.  we  have  given  ourfelves  in  many- 
trials,  and  that  he  wiil  gracioufly  profper  our  endeavors,  ac- 
cording to  the  firnplicity  of  our  hearts.  We  are  knit  together 
•is  a  body,  in  a  molt  ftridt  and  facred  bond  and  covenant  of  the 
Lord/'  Their  meafures  were  marked  with  fervent  piety. 
They  kept  two  days  of  folemn  prayer  before  they  left  Leyden. 
Juft  as  they  embarked  for  England,  they  commended  them- 
tetves  with  mofl  fervent  prayer  to  God.  Their  expectation  was 
f.  cm  him.  Before  they  left  England,  Mr.  RoMnfon,  in  a  letter 
which  he  wrote  them  from  Holland,  urged  them  "  to  repen- 
tance for  aM  known  fins  ;  and  generally  for  all  that  were  un- 
known, let:  God  mould  fwallow  them  up  in  his  judgments; 
;.o  live  in  peace  with  one  another,  and  all  men  ;  not  to  give  or 
take  offence;  to  have  a  proper  regard  for  the  general  good; 
and  avoid, as  a  deadly  plague,  all  private  refpect  for  themfelves." 

Having  eicaped  the  dangers  of  the  ocean,  and  gained  the  har- 
i  or  of  Cape  Cod,  they  devoutly*  on  their  knees,  gave  thanks  to 
the  Lord  for  their  fafe  arrival.  Previous  to  their  landing,  they 
entered  into  folemn  contract,  as  the  bafis  of  their  government ; 
in  which  they  declared  they  bad  undertaken  their  voyage  for 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  advancement  of  the  chriftTan  faith, 
^s  iocn  ?.?,  they  landed  they  fell  on  their  knees  '*  with  hearty 
£raifest6  God,  who-had  been  their  affurance,  when  far  off  on 
the  fea."  In  this  pious  and  memorable  manner,  was  the  fet- 
tlement  of  New  England  commenced. 

The  piety  ©f  thefe  worthy  men  was  feverely  tried,  by  cruel 
perfection  in  their  native  land  ;  by  exceflive  labor  and  hard- 
ship in  Holland  ;  by  a  long  and  tedious  voyage  acrofs  the  boift- 
erous  ocean ;  by  being  driven  upon  a  more,  which  was  unknown 
arid  inhcipitable,  at  the  commencement  of  a  dreary  winter, 

*  Prl-ce')  N.  £.  C.brtnohgy}  pag€  91—  93,     . 
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^heil  they  Were  worn  out  with  toil  and  fufferings,  having  neither 
convenient  ihelter,  nor  means  of  comfortable  fupport,  and  be- 
ing foon  vifited  with  diftreffing  ticknefs,  which,  in  a  few  months 
fwept  off  nearly  half  of  their  number.  By  means  of  fuch  trials, 
their  fervent  piety  became  very  manifeft. 

In  the  noble  enterprife  of  fettling  this  country,  large  num- 
bers engaged.  Many  minifters,  eminentffor  piety  and  minifte- 
tial  qualifications,  came  into  this  land,  and  were  founders  and 
paftors  of  Churches.  Multifudes  of  pious  and  peaceable  prot- 
ectants here  fought  a  refuge  for  their  lives  and  liberties,  witfe 
freedom  for  the  worihip  of  God.  Our  fathers  confidered  this 
country  as  an  afylum  for  the  puritan  religion,  and  aimed  to  ef- 
tabliih  Churches  as  near  the  fcripture  ftandard  as  poflible. 

The  grand  object,  for  which  our  anceftors  came  into  this  wil- 
dernefs,  was  profecuted  with  becoming  zeal.  Much  was  done 
to  preferve  the  faith  of  the  Churches  in  its  purity.  «•  In  1 63  7,  2 
Synod  met  at  Cambridge  for  the  fuppreffion  of  Antinomian  and 
other  errors,  ^jghty  errors  were  prefented,  examined,  and  con- 
demned. Great  was  the  good  which  they  effected.1'*  In  164 8$ 
another  Synod,  convened  at  Cambridge,  adopted  the  platform 
of  Church  difcipline,  called  *'  The  Cambridge  Platform  ;"  and 
in  their  refuit,  they  fay,  4*  This  Synod,  having  perufed  and  con- 
fidered, with  much  gladnefs  of  heart  and  thankfulnefs  to  God, 
the  confeffion  of  faith,  lately  publifhed  by  the  Reverend  AiTem~ 
bly  of  Divines  in  England,  do  judge  it  holy,  orthodox,  and  ju- 
dicious in  all  matters  of  faith,  and  do,  therefore,  freely  and  fully 
confent  thereunto  for  the  fiibftance,"  This  vote  was  unani- 
mous ,:*  This  was  republifhed  as  *c  their  confeffion  of  faith, 
and  as  containing  the  doctrines,  csnftantiy  taught  and  profeiTed 
in  the  New  England  Churches.*'  The  fame  confeffion  of  faith 
was  again  adopted  by  the  Synod  of  1680;  and  the  General 
Court  ordered  it  to  be  printed  "  for  the  benefit  of  the  Churches, 
*n  the  prefent  and  after  time3  "  The  fame  doctrines  were  again 
publidy  declared  to  be  the  faith  of  the  Churches,  "  by  a  Gen- 
eral Convention  of  Minifters,  meeting  in  Bofton,  May  28, 1702." 
This  Convention  published,  «'  A  feafonable  teftimony  to  the glori~ 
ous  dotlrines  of  grace  ,'w  from  which  the  Rev.  Ifrael  Loring,  in  his 
Election  Sermon,  in  ^37,  gives  the  following  extract  :  **That 
the  moft  high  God  hath,  from  all  eternity,  elected  certain  perfons 
from  among  the  children  of  men,  to  be  brought  unto  eternal 
happinefs,  in  and  by  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  this  decree  was  not 
founded  in  the  forefight  of  any  merit  or  goodnefo  in  the  chofen, 
but  in  the  mere  good  pleafure  ©f  God,  who  made  choice  of 
them  :  that  the  elected  of  God  are,  in  his  everlafting  covenant  of 
redemption, after  a  peculiar  manner>given  unto  cur  Lord  Mef£- 
ah,  who  therein  undertook  to  be  their  Head  and  their  Redeemer : 
that  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  lhall  be,  in  his  time  and  way,  every 
oije  of  them  infallibly  made  partakers  of  effectual  vocation;  an*i 

*  Morft  mi  Parffis  bijhry  of  New  -England, 
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fiatfe  the  benefits,  which  he  hath  purchafcd  for  them,  appfed  top 
them:  that  rallen  man,  having  loft  the  freedom  of  hit  will  t© 
ipiritual  good,  he  will  not  believe  and  repent,  and  anfwer  the  call 
of- the  gofpel,  until  a  fupernatural  operation  of  the  Spirit  of  grace 
upon  him,  do  change  his  will  ;  which  operation  is  bellowed  in  a 
way  of  mere  fovereigivgrace  upon  thole  only  that  are  ordained 
unto  life  :  that  upon  a  miner's  accepting 'that  favor  of  God  bff 
faith,  God  imputes  to  him  the  righteoufnefs  of  that  active  and- 
paffive  obedience,  with  which  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  appearing 
as  the  Surety  of  his  people,  has  fully  anfwered  the  law  of  God  for 
them  ;  and  the  finner  is  jultified  before  God,  in  that  righteoufnefs 
of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chritt :  that  every  believer  on  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  being  by  faith  united  unto  him,  does  henceforth  glorify 
his  Lord,  in  doing  the  works  of  evangelical  obedience  by  a 
ftrength  derived  from  him  ;  which  good  works  are  the  fruit  and 
proof,  bat  not  the  caufe  of  his  juftifkation  :  and  hnally,  that  the 
faints  of  God  Ahall  perfevere  in  their  fanctity,  and  nothing  (hall 
make  them  fall  totally  and  finally  from  that  grace,  wherein  they 
Hand,  and  may  rejoice  in  hope  of  tin  glory  of  God.'* 

The  Churches  of  Connecticut  were  regulated  by  the  Cam* 
bridge  Platform,  until  1708;  when  they  unanimoui'lv,  by  their 
Paftors  and  Delegates,  adopted  "  The  Saybrook  Platform,"  and 
a  ccnfeiTion  of  faith,  containing  for  fubftauce  the  fame  doctrines* 
with  that  of  the  Aflembly  of  Divines  at  Weitminiier. 

Our  anceitors  were  thus  engaged  for  the  purity  of  doctrine- 
and  difcipline  in  the  Churches,  in  order  to  maintain  the  power 
of  godiinefs.  For,  as  the  Rev.  Ifrael  Loring  obferved  in  his 
Election  Sermon,  li  it  was  well  faid  by  Dr.  Owen  that  "  gsfpel: 
truth  is  the  only  toot  whereon  gofpel  holiuefs  will  grow.  If  any 
worm  corrode,  or  any  other  corrupt  accident  btfai  it,  the  fruit 
will  quickly  fade  and  decay.  It  is  impoftible  to  maintain  the 
power  ofgodUnefs,  where  the  do<?bine,  from  whence  it  fprings, 
is  unknown,  corrupted  or  defpifed."  Girr  fathers  acted  in  1 
conformity  to  this  fentrment. 

Their  exertions  were  happily  iheceeded.  The  Spirit  wa9 
ponred  out  on  the  people,  and  the  wildernefs  became  a  fruitful 
field.  In  twenty-feven  years  from  the  firfk  plantation,  there 
were  forty-three  Church*^  in  joint  communion  with  one  ano- 
ther ;  and  in  twenty-feven  years  more,  there  were  upwards  of 
eighty  Churches,  compofed  of  known,  pious,  and  faithful 
profeflbrs.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Prince  fays,  •«  There  never  was, 
perhaps,  before  feen  fuch  a  body  of  pious  people  together  on 
the  face  of  the  earth.  For  thofe,  who  came  over  hrft,  came 
hither  for  the  fake  of  religion,  and  for  that  pure  religion,  which 
was  entirely  hated  by  the  loofe  and  profane  of  the  world. 
Their  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  leaders  were  exemplary  patterns  of 
piety.  They  encouraged  only  the  virtuous  to  come  with  and  fol- 
low them  They  were  fo  ftritf  oh  the  vicious  both  in  the  Church 
and  State,  that theincorrigible  could  not  endure  to  live  in  the 
country  and  went  back  again.    JProfenc  fwearers  and  drunkards 
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were  not  known  in  the  land/*  Concerning  that  period,  it  was- 
faid  by  an  eminent  Minifter,  Rev.  Mr.  Firmin,  in  a  difcourfe  be- 
fore the  houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons,  and  the  Aflembly  of 
divines  at  Weftminfter;  "I  have  lived  in  a  country  feven 
years,  and  all  that  time,  I  never  heard  one  profane  oath  j  and 
all  that  time,  I  never  did  fee  a  man  drunk  in  that  land." 

Wiitn  fynvpto.ns-  of  declenfion  appeared,  our  fathers  were 
filled  with  grief  and  alarm.  Mr.  Stoughton,  in  his  Election 
Sermon,  in  1668,  fays,  ■*  Alas  !  how  is  New  England  in  danger, 
this  day,  tobelott  even  in  New  England  ;  to  be  buried  in  its 
own  ruins  ?  How  fadly  may  we  lament  it,  that  all  are  notJfrael, 
that  are  now  of  Ifrael  ?  How  is  the  good  grain  diminifhed,  and 
the  chaff  increafed  ?  1  he  £fft  generation  have  been  ripened, 
time  after  time,  and  the  raoft  of  them  gathered  in  as  fhocks  of 
torn  in  their  feafon ;  but  we,  who  rife  up  to  tread  the  foot- 
fteps  of  thofe  that  have  gone  before  us,  alas  !  what  are  we  !— 
What  coolings  and  abatements  are  there  charged  upon  us,  in 
the/things  that  are  good,  and  that  have  been  our  glory?  We 
have  abated  in  our  efteera  of  ordinances,  in  our  hungering  and 
thirfting  after  the  rioh  provifions  of  the  houfe  of  God.  We  have 
abated  in  our  iove  and  zeal,  in  our  wife,  tender  and  faithful 
management  of  that  great  duty  of  mutual  watchfulnefs  and 
jeproof." 

Rulers  were  then  fo  affeeled  with  the  declining  ftate  of  reli- 
gion, that  "in  1679,  the  Mafiachufetts  government  called  a 
Synod  of  all  the  Churches  in  that  colony  to  confider  -and  an-- 
fwer  thefe  two  molt  important  queftions  :  (1)  What  are  the 
evil?,  that  have  provoked  the  Lord,  to  bring  his  judgments  on 
New  England  ?  (2)  What  is  to  be  done,  that  fo  thefe  evils  may 
be  reformed  r"  "  After  a  day  of  failing  and  prayer,"  which 
was  obferved  by  the  Churches,  **  the  Synod  fpent  feveral  days 
in  difcourfing  on  the  two  great  queftions.  The  refult,  point- 
ing out  the  fins  of  the  time,  and  recommending  a  reformation, 
W2S  preferred  to  the  General  Court ;  which  by  an  act, — <  com- 
mended it  unto  the  ferious  confideration  of  all  the  Churches  and 
people  in  the  jurifdielion/  *  Among  their  anfwers  to  the 
fecond  queftion.the  Synod  advifed  the  feveral  Churches  to  an  ex- 
prefs  and  folemn  renewal  of  covenant  with  God,and  one  another  : 
with  which  many  complied  ;  and  therefore  there  was  aconfid- 
erable  revival  among  them/*  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  fays.  "Very- 
remarkable  was  the  bleffing  of  God  on  the  Churche3,  which  did 
notfo  lleep,as  fome  others  ;  not  only  by  a  great  ad  va-ncement  of 
holiriefsm  the  people  ;  but  alfo  by  a  great  additien"  of  converts 
to  their  holy  fellowship.  Many  thou fand  fpeclators  will  teftify 
thar  they  never  faw  thefpecial  prefence  of  the  Great  God  our 
Saviour  more  notably  difcovered,  than  in  the  folemnity  of  thefe 
opportunities,"* 

In  thofe  days,  the  Ministers,   in  election  fermons  and  other 

*  ChriJHan  Hi/lory  for  i7^Z*taSe  I<?7  >  *«</  ihhn:? -Annals. 
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difcomfes,  labored  to  imprefs  it  on  tie  minds  of  the  people,  that 
this  ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  that  New  England  was  origi- 
nally a  plantation  of  religion,  not  of  trade;  that  pure  religion 
was  the  caufe  of  God  and  his  people  in  this  country  ;  and  that 
fervent,  vital  piety  was  declining  even  in  thofe  Churches,  which 
were  eftablifhed  on  purpofe  to  preferve  and  promote  it. ,  In 
1702,  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  thus  wrote  :  •«  Let  the  life  and  power 
of  godlinefs  be  revived.  1  hat  has  been  the  fingular  glory  of 
•  New  England.  The  generality  of  the  firft  planters  were  men 
eminent  for  godlinefs.  We  are  the  pofterity  of  the  g«ood  eld 
puritan  Noncomformifts  in  England,  who  were  a  ft  rid:  and  holy 
people.  Such  were  our  fathers  who  followed  the  Lord  into 
this  wildernefs.  Time  was,  when  thefc  Churches  were  beauti. 
ful  as  Tirzah,  con'iely  as  Jerufalem,  terrible  as  an  army  with 
banners.  What  a  glorious  prefence  of  Chrift  was  there  in  all 
his  ordinances  ?  Many  were  converted,  and  willingly  declared 
what  God  had  done  for  their  fouls ;  and  there  were  added  to  the 
Churches  daily  fuch  as  fhould  be  faved.  Look  into  pulpits; 
and  fee  if  there  is  fuch  a  glory  there,  as  once  there  was.  New 
England  has  had  teachers  eminent  for  learning,  and  no  lefs  emi- 
nent for  holinefs  and  all  minifterial  accomplifhments.  When 
will  Bofton  fee  a  Cotton  and  a  Norton  again  ?  When  will  New 
England  fee  a  Hooker,  a  Shepard,  a  Mitchel,  not  to  mention 
others  ?  No  little  part  of  the  glory  was  laid  in  the  duft,  when 
thefe  eminent  fervants  of  Chrift  were  laid  in  their  graves.  Look 
into  our  civil  ftate  :  does  Chrift  reign  there  as  once  he  did  I 
How  many  Cherches,  how  many  towns  are  there  in  New  En- 
gland, that  we  may  figh  over  them  and  fay,  The  glory  is  gone!" 

Thus  the  iettiement  of  New  England  was  commenced  and 
profecuted  for  the  advancement  of  pure  religion.  For  this  grand 
object,  our  pious  anceftors  left  their  native  land,  and  came  into  a 
wildernefs,  inhabited  by  favages.  For  this,  they  labored  and 
foiled  ;  for  this,  they  faded  and  prayed. 

From  this  view  of  the  firft  fettlement  and  primitive  flate  of 
New  England,  we  are  led  to  inquire, 

Whether  we  have  not  departed  from  the  faith  and  piety  of 
our  anceftors  ? 

Blefied  be  the  Lord,  that  many  are  now  witnefTes  for  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus;  that  many  Churches  now  ftand  "upon 
the  foundation  of  the  apoftlcs  and  prophets,  Jefus  Chrift  him- 
felf  being  the  chief  corner  ftone."  O  that  this  could  be  faid  of 
all  !  But  is  there  not  in  many  of  our  Churches,  a  great  and  la- 
mentable departure  from  the  faith  and  piety  of  our  anceftors  r* 
Alas.'  this  muft  be  evident  to  every  impartial  obferver  ;  and 
it  fhould  be  noticed  with  the  deepeft  humiliation  and  forrow  o£ 
heart. 

The  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints,  was  exceedingly  dear 
to  our  anceftors.  It  formed,  under  divine  influence,  their  ex- 
cellent characters.  'I  hro>igh  belief  of  the  truth,  they  were  fan©- 
tifiedj  and  prepared  for  the  ficbk  ax^d  fraaaotow  eiiterprifv  of 
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*romn£  the  Atlantic,  and  eftablifiring  churches  of  Chrrft  irt  & 
land  of  lavages.  Had  they  been  Arminia-ns.,  Arians,  or  Soeinians, 
their  religious  characters  would  have  been  effentially  different. 
Had  they  rejected  the  capital  doctrines  of  the  gofpel.  would  it 
be  too  much  to  fay,  that  their  hearts  would  have  been  milium-' 
bleck  unreconciled  to  God,  and  deAitute  of  his  love  ?  But  they 
knew,  they  felt  the  power  of  divine  truth.  Thev  received  it  in 
love.  They  were  zealous  advocates  for  the  doctrines  of  grace. 
Thefe  were  diftinctly  held  forth  as  the  faith  of  all  the  Churches. 
A  departure  from  this  faith  was  feared  as  a  mod  deadly  evil. 
It  was  clearly  perceived  that,  if  the  doctrines  of  £race  (hould  be 
exploded,  the  power  of  godlinefs  could  not  be  maintained. 
Hence  they  manifetfed  fervent  zeal  againft  all  manner  of  here- 
fies;  again ft  every  thing  deftructive  of  truth  and  holinefs.  Even 
as  lately  as  in  the  days  of  Prefident  Edwards,  the  fpread  of  Ar- 
minian  fentiments  excited  much  alarm.  "  The  friends  of  vital  pi- 
ety trembled  for  fear  of  the  ifTue."* — But  how  great  is  our  pref- 
«nt  departure  from  the  faith  of  the  gofpel  ?  How  many  openly 
reject  its  efTential  doctrines  ?  How  many  Churches  make  no  ex- 
plicit declaration  of  their  belief  of  the  cardinal  truths  of  revela- 
tion ?  W  hat  oppofition  is  made,  even  in  the  heart  of  New  Eng- 
land, againft  the  real  and  proper  divinity  of  the  Saviour;  his 
atonement  and  everlasting  righteoufnefs,  as  the  only  ground  of 
the  Tinner's  acceptance  with  God  ;  the  perfonality  and  work  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  in  the  falvation  of  loft  men  :  and  againft  other 
connected  and  equally  important  doctrines  ?  Inftead  of  being 
valiant  for  the  truth,  how  many  are  the  zealous  advocates  of 
error  ?  Inifead  of  contending  earneftly  for  the  faith,  they  contend 
for  fentiments,  which  fubvert  the  gofpel.  How  many  boaft  of 
their  liberality  and  catholiciftn,  while  vehemently  oppofed  to 
the  capital  articles  of  the  true  chriftian  faith  ?  They  can  bear 
with  almoft  any  thing,  except  the  truth.  Hence  the  outcry 
againft  orthodox  confeffions  of  faith.— How  different  is  all  this 
from  the  conduct  of  our  worthy  anceftors  ? 

A  quotation  from  one  of  the  brighteft  ornaments  of  the  New 
England  Churches,  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  may  ferve  to  fhew  our 
fad  apoftafy=  In  his  "  directions  for  a  candidate  of  the  miniftry," 
he  fays ;  **I  mull  advife  you,  that  the  dodlrines  of  grace  be  all  of 
them  always  with  you,  as  the  very  fait  and  foul  of  your  fermons. 
A  Cert  always  the  neceffity  of  turning  and  living  onto  God  ;  and 
yet  fuch  an  impotency  in  the  wounded  and  corrupt  faculties  of 
man,  as  renders  a  fupernatural  and  regenerating  work  of  fover- 
eign  grace  neceffary  for  it.  Shew  people  how  to  plead  the  facri- 
fice  of  our  Saviour,  that  they  may  be  forgiven  ;  and  how  to  lay 
hold  on  his  righteoufnefs,  that  they  may  be  accepted  with  God. 
Shew  people  how  to  overcome,  and  mortify,  and  crucify  their 
evil  appetites  by  repairing  to  the  croft  of  our  Saviour ;  and 
bow  to  derive  ftrength  from  him  for  the  doing  and  the  bearing 

*  Narrative  of  rsvival  of  reHghn  at  Northampton^ 
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of  all  that  they  are  called  unto.  Shew  the  people  of  God  hoy? 
to  take  the  comfort  of  their  eternal  election,  and  fpecial  redemp- 
tion, and  infured  perfeverance :  and.  at  the  fame  time,  fetch 
mighty  incentives  to  holinef,  from  thofe  hopes  which  will  for- 
eftr  caufe  them  that  have  them  to  purify  themfelves.  Gofpel- 
ize  to  them  all  the  commandments  of  the  law,  and  fhew  them 
how  to  obey  upon  the  principl*s  of  the  gofpel :  and  how  the 
precepts  of  the  gofpel  are  Co  many  promifes  of  it.  With  a 
ftrong  application,  fludy  the  covenant  of  grace ;  and  let  the  fpir- 
it  of  that  covenant  animate  and  regulate  all  your  performances, 
when  you  blefs  the  Lord  in  the  congregations.  In  thefe  truths, 
there  are  the  articles,  which  the  Church  either  Aands  or  falls 
withal.  They  will  be  the  life  of  your  miniftry ;  nor  can  the 
power  of  godlinefs  be  maintained  withost  them.  The  lofs  of 
thefe  truths  will  render  a  minify  iniipid  and  unfruitful ;  and 
procure  this  complaint  about  the  Shepherds  :  The  difeafedye 
have  not  Jlrengthenedy  neither  have  ye  brought  again  that  which 
(ivaj  driven  away.*' '—Such  were  the  directions  once  given  and 
obferved  in  New  England.  But  what  effentially  different  di- 
rections are  no  v  given  ?  How  many  are  fyftematically  taught 
to  oppofe  thefe  all  important  truths  ?  How  many  are  told  to  be- 
lieve that  Chrift  is  the  Meffiah,  while  they  are  kept  as  ignorant 
as  poffible  of  his  true  character  and  of  the  capital  doctrines  of  his 
gofpel  ?  The  great  Apoftle  to  the  Gentiles  did  not  teach  in  this 
manner.  He  determined  to  know  nothing  but  Chrift  and  him 
crucified;  and  in  execution  of  his  defign,  he  declared  all  the 
counfel  »f  God.  The  doctrines  of  total  depravity,  regeneration 
by  fpecial  grace,  election,  j unification  by  faith,  the  final  perfe- 
verance of  the  faints,  and  the  eternal  deity  of  the  Saviour,  he 
plainly  and  fully  taught,  the  pious  fathers  of  New  England., 
aimed  to  follow  him.  But  how  many  now  rife  up,  and  either 
openly  or  implicitly  ftigmatize  them  as  bigots  ?  Alas  !  how 
great  is  our  degeneracy  ! 

Our  apoftafy  further  appears  from  the  oppofition  that  is  made 
againft  revivals  of  religion,  which  are  produced  by  the  fpecial 
operations  of  the  Holy,  Ghoft.  It  is  the  object  of  many,  at  this 
day,  to  difcredit  and  reproach  fuch  revivals  ;  and  to  reprefent 
the  gracious  exercifes  of  real  converts  as  the  reveries  of  deluded 
fanatics  or  wild  enthufiafts.  But  in  the  early  days  of  New  Eng- 
land, who  ever  knew  fuch  oppofition  to  the  power  of  godlinefs  ? 
Then  nothing  was  thought  more  important  or  more  joyful,  than 
for  God  to  pour  out  his  Spirit,  and  revive  his  work  in  the  con- 
verfion  of  iinners.  As  an  example  of  this,  I  will  recite  the 
words  of  Mr.  Roger  Clap,  a  worthy  member  of  the  Church  in 
Dorchefter.  "  Many  joined  unto  the  feveral  Churches,  where 
they  lived,  confefilng  their  faith  publicly,  and  mewing  before  all 
the  aflembly  their  experiences  of  the  workings  of  God's  Spirit 
in  their  hearts,  to  bring  them  to  Chrift.— O  the  many  tears,  that 
have  been  (hed  in  Dorchefter  meeting  houfe,  at  fuch  times,  both 
by  thofe  that  have  declared  God's  work  on  their  fouls,and  alfo 
by  thofe  that  heard  them  !  In  thofe  days,  God,  even  our  God, 
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did  blefs  New  England.''*—  About  the  year  1740,  there  was  a 
revival  of  godlinefs,  which  excited  great  joy  in  the  New  England 
Churches.     The  Rev.  Mr.  Foxcroft  of  Boflon  wrote  thus  con* 
cerning  it :  "  Let  every  new  converfion  we  fee  or  hear  of,  open 
a  frefli  fpring  of  joy  in  our  hearts,  and  fill  our  mouths  with 
praife.    As  the  number  of  converts  in  Zion  in  this  remarkable 
day  of  divine  power  and  grace,  is  on  the  iricreafing  hand,  and 
much  people  are  daily  added  to  the  Lord  in  orte  place  and  another, 
how  ihould  all  that  would  approve  themfelves  lovers  of  Chrift 
and  fouls,  rejoice  and  give  thanks  !  Praife  ye  the  Lord  :  praife 
the  Lord,  O  my  foul. — O  how  mould  we  magnify  the  Lord 
with  thankfgiving,  who  is  fo  marvelloufly,  at  this  day,  vifilin& 
our  land,  to  take  out  of  it  a  people  for  his  name,,  and  in  fo  extenfivi! 
a  manner  reviving  his  work  among  us.    May  it  fpread  ftill  more, 
till  the  whole  land,  yea,  the  whole  earth  is  filled  with  the  glory 
of  the  Lord/'f — In  1743,  a  Convention  of  about  feventy  Min- 
ifterst  in  Bofton,  declared  publicly,   to  the  glory  of  fovereign 
grace,  their  full  perfuafion  that  there  had  been  a  remarkable  and 
happy  revival  of  religion  in  many  parts  of  this  land,  through  an 
uncommon  divine  influence  ;  and  they  add,  "  Thus  we  have  de- 
clared our  thoughts  as  to  the  work  of  God,  fo  remarkably  re- 
vived in  many  parts  of  this  land.     And  now  we  defire  to  bow 
the  knee  in  thankfgiving  to  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  that  our  eyes  have  feen,  and  our  ears  heard  fuch 
things."    Such  joy  and  gratitude  were  then  expreiTed.    But 
what  oppofition  now  appears  to  the  fame  work  of  fovereign 
grace  ?  How  many  treat  it  with  open   contempt  I  How  many^ 
rejoice  to  hear  the  doctrines  of  grace  exploded,  and  revivals  of 
religion  reproached  as  fanaticifm  and  deluiion  ?  They  wifh  for 
teachers,  who   will  fpeak  fmooth  things,  and  not  alarm  them 
by  faithfully  declaring  their  total  depravity  of  heart,  and  their 
abfolute  need  of  (pecial  grace.     They  wilh  to  live  as  they   lift, 
and  ftill  indulge  their  fond,  though  delufive,  hopes  of  future 
happmefs.    As  a  natural  confequence  of  this  oppofition  to  the 
truth  and  to  the  power  of  godlinefs,  there  has  been  a  great  and 
lamentable  change  in  the  morals  of  New  England,      Some  fay 
that  the  doctrines  of  grade  tend  to  licentioufnefs.    But  facts  con- 
tradict the  alTertion.    It  is  not  the  truth,  but   herefy,  which 
tends  to  licentioufnefs.    The  morals  of  New  England  have  been 
the  pureft,  when  the  truth  has  been  moft  faitl fully  taught,  ard 
molt  generally  received.    Jtt  proportion  as  the  true  doctrines  of 
the  gofpel  have  been  oppofed,  and  their  oppofite  errors  pro- 
pagated,  have  vice  and  immorali  ty  abounded, 

*  Cited  in  the  Chrijlian  hi/lory,  page  71. 

•}*  Chrijlian  hi/lory,  page  135. 

%  Ten  of  thefe  belonged  to  Bojlon.  Uptvards  of  forty  Minifers 
who  were  notprefent.  fent  forward  their  written  tejlimmies  to  thi 
work  of  God's  grace.     Thefe  werefublifhed  in  {be  %bri4im:  hifli  :' . 

A 
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That  fo  many  Churches  have  left  the  gofpel  foundation,  U 
another  proof  of  our  apoftafy.  The  good  old  way,  which  our 
fathers  trod,  is  forfaken.  Churches  were  not  only  formed  with 
the  greater!  care,  but  our  fathers  were  alfo  very  careful  and  ftricT: 
:n  the  admiffion  of  members.  No  perfon  was  admitted  to  full 
communion,  who  did  not  give  hopeful  evidence  of  being  a  fub- 
ject  of  fpecial.  renewing  grace.  '1  hofe  who  wifhed  for  admif- 
fion, were  carefully  examined  by  the  minifter  and  fome  of  the 
brethren.  Much  pains  were  taken  "  to  prevent  the  polluting  of 
the  ordinance,  by  fuch  as  walk  fcandaloufly,  and  to  prevent 
men  and  women  from  eating  and  drinking  their  own  condemna- 
tion." But  how  many  are  now  admitted  to  full  communjon, 
without  any  fuch  examination,  and  without  any  evidence  that 
they  have  been  renewed  by  fpecial  grace  ?  When  Churches 
were  careful  and  ftricT  in  admitting  members,  they  maintained 
gofpel  discipline.  But  how  much  is  difcipline  now  oppofed  and 
neg levied  ?  This  evinces  Churches  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  great  de- 
clenhon.  if  not  nigh  unto  ruin.  "  When  apoftafy  prevailed  in  the 
.-vftatic  Churches,''  fays  Dr.  Increafe  Mather,  4*  there  was  the 
original  wound.  Tfaey  did  not  brandi(h  the  fword  of  difcipline, 
which  is  Chrift's  own  expedient  and  appointment  for  the  preser- 
vation of  Churches  in  purity  ;  yea.,  this  was  a  fatal  neglect, 
which,  by  degrees,  proved  ruinous  to  thofe  once  famous  and 
glorious  Churches.  The  neglect  of  difcipline — brought  in  cor- 
ruption of  manners  ;  and  corruption  of  manners  was,  through 
the  jud  revenging  hand  of  God,  attended  with  corruption  of  doc- 
trine ;  and  thefe  together  provoked  the  Lord  to  lay  thofe 
Churches  moft  defolate."  "  So  it  was  with  the  once  famous 
Churches  of  Bohemia  ;  remiflhefs  in  their  difcipline  proved  their 
ruin  "  How  much  do  we  difcover  of  the  fame  apoftafy,  in 
many  of  our  Churches  ?  In  how  many,  is  difcipline  wholly  laid 
slide  ?  How  many  members,  guilty  of  herefy  or  immoral  con- 
duct, pafs  unnoticed  and  unreproved  ?  How  deplorable  is  the 
ftate  of  fuch  Churches  ? 

Another  thing  which  manifefts  otfr  declenfion  is  the  divifion 
among  profefting  chriftians.  In  the  early  days  of  New  England, 
there  was  a  very  happy  union.  "  Then"  fays  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Shepard  of  Charleftown,  "  might  be  feen  magiftrates  and  min- 
ifters together  in  way  of  advice  :  minifters  and  minifters  cleaving 
together  in  way  of  communion  : — Churches  and  Churches  to- 
gether in  way  of  confultation,  by  greater  and  letter  fynods; 
magiftrates  and  minifters  and  their  people  together,  uniting 
hands  and  hearts  in  the  common  caufe,  breathing  a  public 
fpii  it,  and  confpiring  with  holy  zeal  and  vigor,  to  advance  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift."  Of  the  fame  period  the  Rev.  James  Fitch, 
of  Norwich,  in  Connecticut,  fays,  "  O  the  uniting  glory  then 
manifeft  ; — grace  ruliug  and  ordering  both  rulers  and  people 
under  the  glorious  banners  of  true  gofpel  koly  love-  Then 
were  colonies  united  and  courts  united  ;  magiftrates  united  and 
miniftxrs  united  ;  Cburche3  united  and  plantations  united." 
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But  what  afpirit  ofdivifion  now  prevails  ?  And  to  what  is  this 
owing,  but  to  a  departure  from  the  truth  ?  If  all  who  profefs  relig- 
ion, received  in  love  the  fame  doctrines,  the  prefent  divifion  would 
not  exift.  But  the  fact  is,  that  while  fome  adhere  to  the  efien- 
tial  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  others  reject  them.  They  depart 
from  the  faith.  Hence  divifions  arife.  Many  attempts  are 
made  to  fow  difcord  among  real  brethren  ;  ^nd  to  prevent  their 
uniting  to  defend  and  propagate  the  truth.  Herefies  aie  in- 
duftrioufly  circulated..  By  means  of  thefe,  they  who  are  approved 
are  made  manifejl  ;  thofe  who  choofe  darknefs  rather  than  light 
are  alfo  made  manifest.  Saith  the  Apoftle  John,  "They  went: 
ouffrom  us,  but  they  were  not  of  us ;  for  if  they  had  been  of  us, 
they  would  no  doubt  have  continued  with  us;  but  they  went 
outy  that  they  might  be  made  maniteft  that  they  were  not  all  of 
us." 

Tiie  profanation  of  the  Sabbath  evinces  our  apoftafy.  This 
holy  day  was  very  facredly  obferved  by  our  pious  anceftors. 
Legiflators,  and  magistrates,  and  heads  of  families  were  zeai- 
oufly  engaged  to  prevent  the  profanation  of  the  day.  1  heir  au- 
thority and  example  had  great  and  happy  influence.  .  But  how 
much  is  the  fabbath  now  profaned  ?  How  many  fpend  it  in 
journeying,  in  vifiting,  in  parties  of  pleafure,  in  mirth,  in  rioting 
and  wantonnefs-:  no  man  forbidding  them  I  How  are  the  youth 
fufiered  to  walk  about,  and  from  houfe  to  houle,  and  profane 
the  day  by  vain,  if  not  corrupting  converfation  I  What  num- 
bers come  to  untimely  deaths,  in  the  midft  of  their  heaven  dar- 
ing profanation  of  the  fabbath  ?  How  many  others,  by  profan- 
ing the  day,  form  habits  of  wickednefs,  which  bring  upon  them 
fure  and  dreadful  deftruction  ? 

Another  thing  which  manifefts  our  fad  declenfion  is  fhe  neg- 
lect of  family  worfiiip,  and  the  religious  education  of  children. 
Our  fathers  adopted  this  maxim,  that  "  families  are  the  nurferies 
for  the  church  and  commonwealth  :  ruin  families  and  you  ruin 
all/'  Their  houfes  were  Bethels,  in  which  God  was  worfhipped 
every  morning  and  evening.  His  blefTing  was  humbly  fought ; 
and  his  goodnefs  gratefully  acknowledged.  Children  were  early- 
taught,  by  example,  to  fear  the  Lord,  and  to  fcek  his  grace  by- 
prayer.  But  now  **  the  great  wound  andmifery  of  New  England 
ss,  that  families  are  out  of  order."  In  how  many,  is  prayer  whol- 
ly neglected  ?  Some  may  attend  the  worlhip  of  God,  occafion- 
"  ally,  or  when  they  think  it  would  be  peculiarly  difgracefnl &o 
omit  it.  How  many  think  it  would  be  a  lofs  of  time,  to  leave 
their  worldly  employments,  in  order  to  wait  on  God  for  his  blef* 
fing  ?  What  a  fpirit  of  impiety  is  this  !  And  do  not  fome  heads- 
of  families  attend  prayer,  while  they  deny  this  privilege  to  their 
fervants  and  hired  laborers  ?  They  treat  thefe  as  if  they  had  no 
God  to  fervc,  no  fouls  to  fave  !  How  muft  God  regard  the  pray- 
ers of  thofe  who  love  the  world  more  than  they  love  him.  or  the 
fouls  of  men  ?-— How  diftreffing  to  hear  no  prayer  in  a  family  i 
How  inconfiftent  and   impieus  is  the  conduct  of  many,  who 
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abound  in  thanks  to  their  fellow  creatures,  but  give  no  thanks  to 
their  great  Creator  ?  In  God  they  live  ;  and  his  goodnefs  is  the 
prime  fource  of  all  their  blelfings  ;  and  yet  they  practically  fay, 
There  is  no  God  ! 

Children  are  alfo  greatly  neglected.  They  are  not  fo  general- 
lv  dedicated  to  God  in  baptifm,  as  they  were  in  the  early  days 
of  New  England.  The  learned  and  godly  men,  who  compofed 
the  firft  Churches  in  this  land, never  confulered  the  baptifmofthe 
believer's  children  as  a  human  invention  ;  bat  as  a  divine  inflitu- 
tion,  and  of  equal  authority  and  importance  with  the  baptifm  of 
the  believer.  Upon  this  principle,  the  pure  and  orthodox 
Churches  of  New  England  were  firft  formed.  Pious  parents 
efteemed  it  a  great  privilege  to  dedicate  their  children  to  God  in 
baptifm.  'I  hey  did  it  in  faith,  and  with  fervent  prayer.  The 
children,  thus  dedicated  to  God,  were  confidered  as  being  in  a 
peculiar  relation  to  the  Church,  and  under  its  care  and  watch. 
*:  As  for  the  children  of  the  covenant,"  faid  Dr.  Jncreafe  Mather, 
91  let  difcipline  be  extended  towards  them  according  as  they 
:;re  fubjecls  capable  thereof.  Did  not  our  fathers  come  hither  in 
hope  that  they  mould  leave  their  children  under  the  difciplinc 
and  government  of  the  Lord  Jefus  in  his  Church  ?  Hath  not 
Chrift  owned  the  application  offolemn,  public  admonitions,  &c. 
vo  fome  of  them  that  have  been  children  of  the  Church,  though 
net  in  full  communion,  fo  as  to  convert  their  fouls  thtreby  r* 
The  Churches  were  then  biefied  with  times  of  rerrefhing  from 
the  prefence  of  the  Lord.  In  fulfilment  of  his  promife,  he  pour- 
ed his  Spirit  on  their  feed  ;  and  numbers  came  forward,  and  fub- 
fcribed  with  their  own  hands  to  be  the  Lord's.  But,  of  late 
years,  how  lamentable  has  been  the  change  ?  How  many  who 
have  praclifed  infant  baptifm,  have  not  duly  attended  to  its  im- 
port and  defign,  nor  faithfully  difcharged  the  duties,  which  it 
involves  ?  Children  have  been  confecrated  t©  God,  and  then  left 
to  their  own  wayward  inclination.  And  what  have  Churches 
done  to  prevent  or  remove  this  evil  ?  Have  they  been  duly  at- 
tentive to  their  children,  or  fuitably  concerned  for  their  falva- 
tion '? — To  fay,  *  We  are  not  agreed  about  this  part  of  our 
duty,'  is  too  much  evidence  of  apoftafy.  This  difagreement 
mayarife  from  our  neglect  of  duty.  Had  our  Churches  been 
faithful,  our  duty  might  have  been  plain.  Then  their  practice, 
in  connexion  with  the  word  of  God,  would}  have  marked  out 
a  plain  path.  But  having  fo  much  and  fo  long  forfaken  the  good 
old  way,  it  is  difficult  finding  it. 

Our  neglect  of  the  children  of  the  Church  has  had  another 
very  bad  effect,  it  has  excited  ftrong  prejudices  againft  infant 
baptifm.  Many  have  openly  denied,  and  warmly  oppofed  it. 
But  this  is  a  fad  departure  from  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  pi- 
ous fathers  of  New  England,  as  well  as  of  the  great  body  of 
Chrift's  faithful  followers  ever  fince  his  afcenfion.  Even  Church- 
es, that  the  Lord  has  peculiarly  blefled  with  his  prefence  and 
grace,  have  been  reproached  and  reviled  as  Churches  of  anti* 
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chnfl:;  and  the  children  of  God's  people  have  been  taught  to 
defpife  the  feal  of  the  covenant-  The  confequence  has  beet;, 
that  many  of  our  youth  are  vain,  thoughtlefs  and  inattentive  to 
religion.  The  more  infant  baptifm  is  denied,  and  children  neg- 
lected, the  more  deplorable  their  ignorance  and  ftupidity.  This 
lamentable  fact  has  been  witneffed  in  New  England. 

Catechetical  inftruction  is  greatly  neglected.  In  former  times, 
the  aflembly's  catechifm  was  ufed  in  all  our  fchools.  Much 
pains  were  taken  to  teach  the  youth  this  excellent  fummary  ot 
chriftian  faith  and  practice.  The  Bible  was  alio  univenfally  read 
in  fchools.  The  effects  were  very  happy.  Children  were  early 
acquainted  with  the  fcriptures.  A  worthy  minifter  has  told  me 
that  the  whole  fcripture  hiftory  was  familiar  to  him  at  the  age 
of  feven  years^  But  from  this  good  old  way  there  are  fad  de- 
partures. The  Bible  and  catechifm  ate  much  laid  afide,  in  edu- 
cating children,  both  in  fchools  and  families.  The  effects  are 
very  evident  and  alarming.  Many  come  forward  into  active  life, 
ignorant  of  the  firft  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God.  Such  per- 
fons  are  eafily  "  totted  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about  with  every 
wind  of  doctrine,  by  the  Height  of  men,  and  cunning  craftineis* 
whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive." 

Our  conduct,  in  other  refpeets,  teftifics.that  we  have  departed 
frona  the  primitive  piety  of  New  England,  A  pious  and  learned 
ftiintfter  of  Roxbury,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth,  in  his  election 
fermon,  1670,  fays,  "In  our  firft  and  beft  times  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  broke  in  upon  us  with  a  holy  violence,  and  every  man 
pretTed  into  it.  What  mighty  efficacy  and  power  had  the  clear 
and  faithful  difpenfation  of  the  goipel  upon  year  hearts  ? — How 
careful  were  you,  even  all  forts,  young  and  old,  high  and  low,  to 
take  hold  of  the  opportunities  of  your  Spiritual  good  and  edifi- 
cation, ordering  your  fecular  affairs  ib  as  not  to  interfere  with 
tour  general  calling  ?  How  diligent  and  faithful  in  preparing, 
your  hearts  for  the  reception  of  the  word  ? — How  attentive  in 
hearing  the  everlafting  gofpel  f-^-tlow  fervent  in  prayer  to  God 
for  his  bleffing  on  the  feed  fown  ?  O  what  an  efteem  for  Chrtft'i 
I  arnbalTadors  in  thofedays  ?  How  precious  were  they  in 
your  eyes  ?  counting  yourfelves  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  pi- 
ous, learned,  and  orthodox  miniftry.  W  hat  ardent  deMres  after 
Communion  with  Chriftin  his  ordinances  ?  What  folicitude  to 
feek  the  Lord  after  the  right  order  ?— O  how  your  faith  grew 
exceedingly  f—  O  how  your  love»owards  each  other  abounded  ?" 
Thus  fpake  this  godly  man.  But  what  would  he  now  fay  of 
New  England  ?  Would  he  not  fay  that  the  words  of  his  dear 
fellov  laborer,  Dr.  Increafe  Mather,  were  verified  ?  "  If  fuch 
places,  where  the  houfe  of  God  hath  been  erected,  do  once  de- 
generate, they  are  like  to  become  Betha-vens,  places  of  the  great- 
eft  vanity  and  iniquity  in  the  world.--Gilgal  was  once  famous 
upon  religious  accounts. — But  in  after  generations,  it  was  a 
fountain  of  much  wickednefa*    All  their  wickefaefs  was  in  Gil* 
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gal.  The  devil  &eks  to  corrupt  thofe  places  efpecially,  which 
once  were  famous  for  religion. — Wittemburg  in  Germany  was 
the  town,  where  the  reformation  in  Luther  s  time  began  :  and 
therefore  the  devil  did  leek  to  corrupt  that  place  efpecially,  and 
caufed  it  to  become  the  feat  of  grievous  hereiiee."  How  much 
is  this  to  be  feen  in  our  land  ?  How  great  and  lamentable  is  the 
change  in  many  congregations  ?  What  contempt  cf  the  gafpel 
and  its  institutions  is  manifefted  ?  What  berefies  are  advanced  ? 
What  ftupidity  prevails  ?  How  diflipated  and  profligate  are  ma- 
ny ?  How  many  profefibrs  of  religion  may  be  found,  who  are 
nowife  diftinguiftied  from  the  wqrld,  by  their  fobrie,.y,  or  atten- 
tion to  religious  duties  ?  In  fhort,  how  much  do  error  and  impi- 
ety abound  in  places  once  famous  for  evangelical  truth  and  holi- 
nefs. 

It  was  not  love  of  the  world,  but  the  love  of  God,  which 
brought  our  anceftors  to  this  land.  They  fought  firftthe  king- 
dom of  God  and  his  righteoufnefs.  But"the  intereftof  New  En- 
gland is  now  changed  from  a  religious  to  a  worldly  intereft  ;  and 
Jn  this,  is  our  great  radical  apoftafy."  The  great  object  of  purfuit 
is  worldly  gain.  Multitudes  have  adopted  it  as  their  maxim, 
that  gain  is  godiinefj*  Confequently,  fraud,  deceit,  lying,  con- 
tention, injultice,  extortion, and  all  kinds  of  bafe  and  iniquitous 
/peculation  greatly  abound.  Through  love  of  the  world,  many 
trample  on  divine  authority,  neglect  their  fouls,  reject  the  great 
falvation,  and  purfue  the  downward  road  to  endlefs  perdition. — 
How  many  religious  profefibrs  love  the  world  and  the  things  of 
the  world  ?  How  little  of  the  favor  of  godlinefs  is  perceived  in 
their  conduct  and  converfation  f  Alas  !  they  feek  their  own, 
»ot  the  things  which  are  Jefus  Chrift's. 

How  mueh  do  we  fail  of  treading  in  the  /reps  of  our  anceft- 
ors ?  How  different  is  our  character  from  theirs  ?  What  differ- 
ent objects  engage  our  attention?  Alas  !  alas  !  Where  is  the 
primitive  glory  of  New  England ! 

How  great  is  our  guilt  !  T  his  is  increafed  in  proportion  to 
the  obligations  we  have  violated.  And  what  people  has  been 
more  highly  favored  ;  what  people  has  been  laid  under  greater 
obligations  to  be  holy  ?  "  As  for  fpecial  relation  to  God  ;"  fays 
Mr.  Stonghton,  "  whom  hath  the  Lord  more  Cgnally  exalted 
than  his  people  in  this  wildernefs  ?  The  name,  and  intereft  of 
God,  and  covenant  relation  to  him,  have  been  written  upon  us* 
in  capital  letters  from  the  beginning— As  for  reftipulations  and 
engagements  back  again  to  Gdd  ;  what  folemn  public  tranfac- 
tions  of  this  kind  have  there  been  among  us  ?  Hath  not  the  eye 
of  the  Lord  beheld  us  laying  covenant  engagements  upon  our- 
selves ?  Hath  not  his  ear  heard  us^  folemnly  avouching  him  and 
him  alone  to  be  our  God  and  Saviour  ? — As  for  our  advantages 
and  privileges  in  a  covenant  ftate  ;  if  any  people  in  the  world 
have  been  lifted  up  to  heaven,  as  to  thefe,  <we  are  the  people. 
Name  what  you  will  under  this  head,  and  we  have  had  it.  We 
have  had  Mofes  and  Aaron  to  fculus  j  we  have  had  teachings 
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and  inftru<5r.ions ;— we  have  had  ordinances  and  gofpel  difpenfiw 
tions  the  choiceft  of  them  ;  we  liave  had  peace  and  plenty  ;  we 
have  had  afflicti®ns  and  chalifement?  hi  meafure  ;  we  have  had 
the  hearts,  and  prayers,  and  blefiing  of  the  Lord's  people  every 
where  ;  we  have  had  the  eye  aiqd  hand  of  God  watching  and 
working  every  way  for  our  good  ;  our  ad<verfaries  have  had  their 
rebukes,  we  have  had  our  encouragements  and  a  wall  of  fire 
round  about  us.  What  more  could  have  been  done  for  us,  than 
has  been  done?— And  then  as  to  New  England's  firft  ways; 
glorious  things  might  here  be  fpoken  unto  the  praife  of  free 
grace,  and  to  juftify  the  Lord's  expectations  upon  this  ground  ? 
Surely  God  hath  fpoken  concerning  his  Churchea  here  as  in 
Jeremiah,  ii.  2.  I  remember  the  kindnefs  of  thy  youth,  the  love  of 
thine  efpoufalsf  when  thou  wentefl  after  me  in  the  wildernefs.  O 
what  were  the  open  profemons  of  the  Lord's  people  that  firft 
entered  this  wildernefs  ?  How  did  our  fathers  entertain  the  gof- 
pel, with  all  the  pure  inftitutions  thereof,  and  thofe  liberties, 
which  they  brought  over  i  What  was  their  communion  and  fel- 
lowfhip  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  kingdom  of  Jems  Chrift  ? 
What  was  the  pitch  of  their  brotherly  love,  of  their  zeal  for 
God  and  his  ways,  and  againft  ways  deft  motive  of  truth  and  ho- 
linefs  ?  What  was  their  humility,  their  mortification,  their  ex- 
emplarinefs  ?  How  much  oiholinefs  to  the  Lord  was  written  upon 
all  their  ways  and  tran factions  r  Godjifted  a  whole  nation,  that 
he  might  fend  choice  grain  over  into  this  wildernefs"  Such,  my 
brethren,  have  been  our  obligations  to  be  a  holy  people  :  and 
our  obligations  have  been  continually  increafing,by  manifeftations 
of  divine  goodriefs.  New  England  has  been,  in  a  peculiar  fenfe, 
the  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  where  he  has  looked  for  the  fruits  of 
righteoufnefs.  But  we  have  yielded  the  grapes  of  Sodom.  We 
have  brought  forth  iniquity.  To  us,  the  Lord  may  fay,  "  Ah, 
finful  natioa,  a  people  laden  with  iniquity  ; — children  that  are 
corrupters  !  they  have  forfaken  the  Lord  ;  they  have  provoked 
the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  unto  anger ;  they  are  gone  away  back- 
ward." °  Remember,  therefore,  from  whence  thou  art  fallen, 
and  repent,  and  do  the  firft  works ;  or  elfe  I  will  come  unto  thee 
quickly,  and  will  remove  thy  candleftick  out  of  his  place,  ex- 
cept thou  repent. — He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the 
Spirit  faith  unto  the  Churches." 

NOW.  my  Brethren  and  Friends  whatfhall  be  done  ?  Shall 
we  continue  to  depart  from  the  faith  and  piety  of  our  anceftors  ? 
Of  fhall  we  make  every  poflSWe  exertion  to  revive  and  promote 
the  pure  religion  of  the  gofpel  ? 

What  can  be  more  laudable  than  to  purfue  the  defign  of  our 
anceftors  I  Or  what  can  be  more  criminal  than,  inftead  of  imi- 
tating their  love  and  zeal  for  truth  and  holinefs,  to  embrace  and 
advocate  ?rror  and  live  in  impiety  ?  Did  it  not  add  greatly  to  the 
guilf  of  unbelieving  Jews,  that  Abraham  was  their  father  ?  Were 
not  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  peculiarly  criminal  in  pretending 

£q  venerate  the  ancient  prophets,  while  they  rejected  and  per. 
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fecuted  thofe  who  came  in  the  fame  fpirit,  arid  bore  witnef , 
the  feme  truths  ?  And  how  aggravated  rauft  be  our  condemna- 
tion, if  we  not  only   refufe  to  imitate  the  piety   of  ohr"  arlcef- 
tors  ;  but  alfo  oppofe,  witk  more  or  left  vehemence,  the  caufe  . 
vfhichthey  fo  zealoufly  promoted  ? 

Receive  in  love,  I  befeech  you,  the  doctrines  of  grace,  which 
ouranceftors  held  fo  dear.  Can  you  be  afhamed  of  the  capital 
articles  of  their  faith,  unlefs  you  are  afhamed  of  the  gofpel? 
And  can  you  be  afliamed  of  the  gofpel,  or  of  thofe  doctrines, 
which  are  its  eflence  and  glory,  without  being  afhamed  of 
Chriit  ?  What  then  would  be  your  doom  ?  Do  you  expect  to 
poffefs  the  piety  of  our  anceftors,  while  you  reject  the  tffentiai 
doctrines  of  the  gofpel  ?  Such  an  expectation  muft  be  vam. 
Reject  thefe  doctrines,  and  your  character  mill  be  directly  op- 
polite  to  theirs.  Reject  thefe  doctrines,  and  how  abfurd  to  pre- 
tend that  you  believe  the  gofpel  ?  What,  pretend  to  believe  the* 
gofpel,  and  yet  reject  its  eiTential  doctrines  !  1  his  was  not  the 
manner  of  out  pious  anceilors  ;  nor  would  they  acknowledge 
any  to  be  their  children  who-mould  manifeft  fuch  abfurdity  it! 
their  conduct.  Repent,  my  friends,  and  believe  the  gofpel. 
Receive  its  doctrines  in  love,  and  they  will  purify  the  heart,  and 
produce  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefj.  Let  them  dwell  richly 
in  you,  and  you  will  not  deferve  the  name  of  bigots  or  fanatics  ; 
for  you  will  be  able  to  give  a  reafon  of  your  belief  and  hope,  and 
to  commend  youi  fcives  to  every  mau's  confeience  in  the  fight 
of  God. 

Remember  the  fabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy.  Would  you  be' 
guilty  of  murder,  or  theft,  or  perjury  ?  And  will  you  profane" 
the  fabbath  ?  What  can  be  a  more  open  contempt  of  the  au- 
thority of  God.  or  of  the  bUrffings  of  his  graee  ?  *  hat  can  he 
more  provoking  to  him,  or  destructive  to  you  ?  Can  you  in- 
dulge a  hope  of  falvation,  while  you  profane  the  precious  memo- 
rial 6f  the  Saviour's  refurrection  ? 

Daily  unite,  I  befeech  you,  in  the  worftvip  of  God.  How  caw 
you  neglect  this  duty  ordefpife  this  privilege  ?  Do  you  not  need 
the  bleffing  of  God  ?  Ought  you  not  to  acknowledge  his  good- 
nefs  ?  If  you  live  without  prayer,  will  your  families  differ  from' 
the  heathen  ?  yes,  they  will  differ  by  behigjiained^joith  greater 
guilt.  What  will  it  avail  you  to  excel  the  heathen  in  knowledge,- 
and  refinement,  while,  by  reftraining  prayer  before  God,  you 
become  more  deferving  of  his  wrath  ? 

Look  on  your  dear  children.  Realize  their  frailty,  and  the 
worth  of  their  fouls.  Are  not  thefe  dying  immortals  placed  pe- 
culiarly under  your  care  ?  Is  not  their  inftruction  committed  to 
you  ?  Does  not  God  command  you  to  bring  them  up  in  the  nur* 
tare  and  admonition  of  the  Lord  P  And  what  if  they  perifh 
through  your  neglect  ?  How  then  could  you  meet  them  in  the 
prefence  of  your  Judge  ? 

Chriftian  brethren  ;  what  exertions  are  required,  at  this  day, 
ib  the  caufe  of  truth  and  holinefs  I  Behold  the  prevailing  hero 
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fies  and  impiety,  and  can  you  be  inactive  ?  How  would  your  pi- 
ous ancestors  feel ;  how  would  they  conduit  ?  Would  they  in- 
dulge a  ilothful  habit  ?  Would  they  ihrink  from  any  labor,  or 
fufferings  in  defence  of  the  truth?  Imbibe  their  fpirit,  and  you 
will  contend  earneftly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faiwts  ; 
and  decidedly  oppofe  every  fentiment,  which  exalts  finful  man, 
and  degrades  the  adorable  Saviour  to  a  mere  creatisre. 

Strive,  dear  Brethren,  to  promote  the  power  of  godlinefs.  Be 
not  afhamed  to  advocate  revivals  of  religion,  which  are  caufed 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  connexion  with  his  word  :  nor  be  mov- 
ed at  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  call  fuch  revivals,  fanaticifm  and 
delufion,  except  to  be  moved  with  pity  and  concern  for  their 
fouls.*  Pray,  fervently  and  conftantly,  that  God  would  pour 
out  his  Spirit,  and  revive  his  work,  with  mighty  power.  Be 
deeply  fenfible,  that,  without  the  fpecial  grace  of  God,  our 
Churches  will  come  to  nothing,  or  worfe  t*ian  nothing  ;  formal- 
ity and  impiety  will  overfpread  our  congregations,  and  finners 
rufli  on  to.  deftruction.  Can  you  be  unaffected  with  fuch  fcenes  I 
Can  you  fee  vice  and  impiety  abound,  and  fouls  periflh  forever* 
and  yet  make  n©  exertions  to  promote  pure  religion  ? 

Efteem  very  highly  the  institutions  or  the  gofpel.  Be  deeply 
grieved  at  the  profanation  of  the  fabbath  ;  and  exert  all  your  in- 
fluence and  authority  to  prevent  it.  Imitate  the  example  of 
Nehemiah,  who  boldly  faid  to  fabbath-breakers,  What  evil  thing 
is  this  that  ye  do,  and  profane  the  fabbath  day  ?  Let  your 
whole  conduct  teftify  your  reverence  for  the  day.    Let  it  never 


*  No  doubt,  there  is  much  fanaticifm  and  delufion  at  theprefent 
day.  For  Satan  transforms  him/elf  into  ah  angel  of  light,  that  lie 
may  deceive  the  more  fuccefsfully.  When  God  revives  his  worky 
Satan  attempts  to  imitate  it  ;  as  the  magicians  attempted  to  imi~ 
tate  the  miracle:  (wrought  by  Mofes.  A  genuine  revival  cf  relig- 
ion is  diflinguifhed  from  all  counterfeits  by  its  conformity  to  divine 
truth.  The  author  is  happy  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  teflimony  of  the 
General  Affembly  of  the  Prefbyttrian  Churchmen  this  fubjecl.  hi 
their  narrative  of  theflate  of  religion,  publifhed  at  their  latefef* 
fion,  they  exprefsly  declare  that  they  k  *  cannot  recognize  as  genuine 
any  work  in  the  hearts  of  men,  bearing  the  name  of  religion,  but 
that  which  is  produced  by  the  inflrumentality  of  truth,  acknowledge 

es  and  honors  that  truth. In  thofe  parts  of  the  Church,  without 

exception,  in  wbich  vital  religion  has  flour ifhed,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laflyear,  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  gofpel ;  viz.  the  total 
depravity  of  human  nature,  the  divkiity  and  atonement  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  justification  by  his  imputed  righteoufnefs>  the  fovereig.nty 
and  freenefs  of  divine  grace,  and  the  fpecial  influences  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  regeneration  and  fanctification  of  finner3,  have 
been  decidedly  received  and  honored." — Try  men  by  the  d-tlrines  of 
the  gofpel,  if  you  would  know  whether  their  religious  exevclfes  are 
genuine. 
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be  faid  that  chriftian  profeffors  profane  the  day  by  vain  and 
worldly  converfation,  or  any  unfuitable  conduct:.    But  call   t he- 
Sabbat h  a  delight ',  the  Holy  of  the  Lord,  Honorable  ;  and  honor  \ 
hint,  not  doing  thine  own  vuayS)  nor  finding  thine  own  pleafure,  nor  j 
/peaking  thine  own  words. 

With  fervent  love  and  lively  joy,  commemorate  the  death  oi  i 
Qhrift  ;  and  highly  prize  the  ordinance  of  baptifm.     Eiieem  it 
a  precious  privilege,  to  enter  into  covenant  with  God  in  Chrift ; 
and  then  to  devote  to  him  your  beloved  children    Dear  Brethren, 
let  it  no  longer  be  thought,  that  the  confecration  of  children  to 
God  in  baptifm  is  a  vain  thing.     But  Ihew  its  irDpoctance  by 
faithfully  difcharging  your  duty  to  your  childrea.    In  thjs  way, 
convince  the  oppofers  of  infant  baptifm  of  their  error.      Have  1 
you  not,  too  long  and  too  juftly,  been  charged  with  neglecting 
the  religious  education  of  your  children,  after  dedicating  them  j 
to  God  in  baptifm  ?"  Shall  this  charge  ftill  lie  againft  you  ?  O  j 
be  faithful  to  your  children.    Never  forget  their  confecration  to 
God ;    but  let  it  quicken  you  in  every  parental  duty.     Fre- 1 
quently  remind  them  of  their  baptifm,  and  urge  it,  as  a  motive,  ] 
why  they  mould  confent  to  be  the  Lord's.    Do  with  all  your 
might,  what  you  find  to  do  for  their  falvation.     How  folemn  is 
your  charge  !  how  great,  your  reVponlibility  ! 

Feel  the  vaft  importance  of  catechifing  children.  By  diligence 
in  this  mode  of  inftruction,  the  V\  aldenfes  fuccefsfully  promoted 
the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures.  **  Whan  certain  Jeluits  were 
fent  among  them,  to  entice  them  from  the  truth  to  idolatry, 
they  returned  amazed,  profeffing  that  children  of  feven  year* 
old,  among  the  W aldenfes,  knew  more  in  the  Scriptures  and  of 
the  myfteries  of  the  gofpel,  than  many  of  their  doctors  did," 
Exert  yourfelves,  my  Brethren,  to  revive  this  mode  of  inftruc- 
tion,  both  in  families  and  fchools.  What  better  method  can  be 
purfued,  to  make  our  children  acquainted  with  the  fcriptures.* 
Be  zealous  and  perfevering  in  this  bufinefs.  Fxcite  and  encour- 
age vouth  and  children  to  attend  to  the  Bible  and  Catechifm. 
Shew  them  the  great  importance  of  religious  inn  ruction.  Let 
them  fee  that  their  parents  and  inftruclors  are  deeply  concerned 
forv  their  welfare.  Let  them  feel  that  you  define  and  fervently 
pray  for  the  falvation  of  their  foals. 

Let  this  fubject  deeply  engage  the  attention  of  Churches. 
Has  not  every  Church  of  Chrift  important  duties  to  difcharge 
towards  their  children  ?  Are  c-hriftian  brethren,  in  covenant  re- 
lation with  each  other,  to  exprefs  no  concern  for  each  other's 
children?  Does  the  promife  of  God  to  pour  his  Spirit  on  the 
children  of  the  Church,  impofe  on  them  no  obligation  to  fee 
whether   their  children  are   partakers  of  this  grace  ?    Can  a 

*  For   this  purpofe  I  would  particularly  recommend    "the 

EVANGELICAL  PRIMUS  ;    BY     THE    ReV.  J'OSEPH     EMERSON  of 

Beverly." — It  is  rverydefirable}  that  ibis  may  be '  ufed  hi  ever/ 
family,  and  in  every  fcbooL 


(       23       ) 

Church  unite  hi  dedicating  their  children  to  God  in  baptifm, 
that  they  may  be  his,  and  yet  have  nothing  more  to  do  for  them  I 
What  a  prostitution  this  wonld  be  of  their  bapti-fm  ?  What  a 
neglect,  not  to  fay  contempt,  of  the  promife  ?  And  how  oppofite 
to  all  the  dictates  of  that  love,  which  feeketh  not  her  own  ?  Let 
the  fubjecl,  my  Brethren,  be  well  confidered.  Let  the  Church 
and  their  children  come  together  for  prayer  and  religious  con- 
ference :  let  all  the  members  be  fervent  in  love  to  each  other  and 
to  the  children  ;  exercife  a  lively  faith  in  the  promife  ;  and  real- 
ize covenant  engagements;  and  would  nothing  be  done  for  the 
falvation  of  the  children  ?  Would  no  inftructions,  no  exhorta- 
tions, no  admonitions  be  given  them  ?  It  has  been  practifed  in 
3N*ew  England,  for  a  Church  to  fet  apart  days,  to  befeech  the 
Lord  to  pour  his  Spirit  on  their  children.  Ought  not  the  prac- 
tife  to  be  revived  ?* 

Let  our  Churches  be  ftrict  in  the  admiflion  of  members  ;  and 
united  in  reviving  gofpel  difcipline.  What  can  be  more  condu- 
cive to  their  purity,  peace,  and  profperity.  Let  perfons  be  ad- 
mitted without  a  faithful  examination,  and  difcipline  neglected, 
and  our  Churches  will  be  corrupted  and  ruined.  Be  faithful, 
beloved  Brethren,  in  thefe  two  important  concerns.  Be  faith- 
ful to  each  other,  in  mutual  watchfulnefs  and  reproof.  Exhort 
one  anotb§r  daily,  left  any  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnejs  of 
fin. 

Let  the  friends  of  evangelical  truth  be  more  united,  and  act 
more  in  concert.  Let  there  be  more  pic  us,  prayerful  confulta- 
tions  for  the  advancement  of  Chrift's  caufe.  Beware  of  the  ad- 
verfary,  whofe  policy  it  is  to  excite  jealoufy  and  fow  difcord 
among  brethren.  He  dreads  their  united  influence.  Being 
agreed  in  the  efTentials  of  chriftianity,  never  let  a  difference  of 
opinion  on  minor  fubjects  divide  you.  Love  one  another,  with 
a  pure  heart  fervently  ;  and  be  perfeftly  joined  together  in  the  fame 
mind)  and  in  the  fame  judgment. 

Vigoroufly  purfue  every  lawful  method  to  advance  the  caufe 
of  truth.  The  glory  of  God;  the  honor  of  the  Redeemer; 
the  falvation  of  immortal  fouls  ;  and  your  own  higheft  blefTed- 
nefs,  require  it.  Let  no  difficulties,  no  oppofition,  no  trials 
move  you  from  the  path  of  duty.  Be  ftedfaft  in  the  faith.  Whea 
others  forfake  the  caufe  they  once  efpoufed  ;  or  boldly  advance 
and  warmly  advocate  opinions,  fubverfive  of  the  gofpel;  let 
your  attachment  to  the  truth,  be  more  ardent  ami  vigorous. 
Let  it  prompt  you  to  greater  exertions.  Declare  the  whole 
counfel  of  God,  as  duty  mall  require.    Never  liften  to  the  infi- 

*  The  General  Affembly,  in  their  narrative,  referred  to  in  a  pre" 
ceding  note,  fayy  "  The  means,  in  addition  to  the  preaching  of  the 
word,  which  God  has  owned  and  bleffed,  are,  catechilmg  and 
prayer  meetings.  And  the  Affembly  hail  it  as  an  aufpicious  omen* 
that,  upon  many  of  his  people  and  Churches,  God  has  pound  out  a 
Spirit  of  grace  and  fupplication," 
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utel  fentiment,  that  if  a  man's  life  be  regular,  it  is  n©  matter 
what  he  believes.  But  remember  that  men  can  never  be  fancti- 
fied  and  faved,  except  through  the  truth*  To  attempt  their 
converfion,  while  the  doctrines  of  grace  are  concealed  or  deni- 
ed, is  beating  the  air.  In  defence  of  thefe  doctrines,  unite  zeal 
and  meeknefs,  refolution  and  prayer. 

Be  excited  to  greater  zeal  by  the  laudable  exertions  of  others. 
Behold  the  friends  of  Jefus  uniting  in  the  fame  grand  defign. 
See  what  noble  efforts  are  made.  Confider  what  has  been 
done,  within  a  few  years,  to  advance  the  caufe  of  truth.  En* 
gage  in  this  caufe,  with  all  your  hearts  ;  for  it  will  profoer  ;  it 
will  rife  triumphant,  above  all  oppofition.  It  is  the  caufe  of  Je» 
hovah.  VY  ith  growing  zeal,  employ  your  time,  your  talents, 
and  all  you  haveT  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Animated  with 
the  fpirit  of  martyrs,  go  forward  boldly  in  his  fervice.  Con* 
fide  in  the  grace  and  power  of  Jehovah— Jefus.  His  grace  is 
Sufficient  for  you.  His  power  will  uphold  and  defend  you  till 
your  warfare  is  acomplifhed ;  and  then  crown  you  with  eternal 
glory.  Beyejirong,  therefore^  and  let  not  your  hands  bt  weak  ;for 
j'our  werkjball  be  rewarded.-—  AmeU. 
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